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situation at the time of the battle. He might have thought
this would tarnish the reputation of Nizamu'1-Mulk and dis-
credit him in the eyes of the Emperor. If only the expedition
would fail, his policy of conciliating the Marathas would
become an evidence of his political perspicacity.
Being superior in numbers, the Marathas surrounded and
sorely straitened the supplies of the Imperial army which
was totally cut off from the contingents of Safdar Jang who
had been left behind to guard the rear. Malhar Rao Holkar
fell upon the army of Safdar Jang, defeated and compelled
him to retire. The latter was thus prevented from coming to
the succour of the beleaguered camp of Nizamu'1-Mulk. At
the suggestion of Baji Rao, his brother, Chimnaji Appa,
had already taken up post on the Tapti in order to prevent
any help from Nasir Jang coming to his father's rescue, and
had also engaged the Governor of Khandesh, Nasiru'd-
Daulah (Salabat Jang) in hostilities.1 Thus Nizamu'1-Mulk was
cut off from all possible reinforcements. Further delay would
have created greater complications in view of the attitude
adopted by the Rajput and the Bundela chiefs who never
had their heart in the conflict.
Nizamu'1-Mulk, therefore, decided to make a retreat as resis-
tance would not have benefited him in any way. In fact, by his
sagacity he warded off a crushing defeat and turned his
weak position to as good an account as was possible in those
circumstances. He would not risk a battle unless he was
certain of success. By his timely action of opening overtures
of peace, he avoided complete rout of his heterogeneous
army, so deficient in zeal for the Imperial cause. It was
certainly wise to negotiate before his whole force should become
ineffective from sheer exhaustion. Taking advantage of the
helplessness of the Imperial army., Baji Rao tried to assault
and engage in general action. But the swivel guns and the
artillery of Nizamu'1-Mulk repelled his advance, not allow-
ing him even to approach his camp. Baji Rao, in one of his
letters addressed to Chimnaji Appa as an apology to desist
from attacking the beseiged army of Nizamu'1-Mulk, signifi-
cantly observes: "Appa, you know what kind of an artillery
he has."2 Chimnaji Appa had accompanied Baji Rao in the
1 Hadiqatu'l-'Alam, vol. II, p. 147.	« Grant Duff, vol. II, p. 448.

